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the social practices of religion are often construed in a single,
homogenized way, in which the monotheistic traditions are seen to be
more prominent than the indigenous religions (e.g. australia, canada,

africa, india, usa), and are often imagined as being superior. religion is
often associated with conservative religious practices, and viewed as

being the antithesis of liberal, modernist and secular ideologies.
however, the same argument can be made for other cultural practices
(e. sport, games, music, etc.) in which tradition is assumed to be more

important than innovation, and which are defined as being more
religious. because of this, it is important to understand that although
religion is often used as a descriptor of cultural practices, it does not

necessarily imply a meaning other than cultural. for example, the term
"secular" has been used as a pejorative to describe those who do not
share a religion, but this does not necessarily mean that these people
are necessarily secular in terms of their culture. in fact, they may be

strongly associated with a culture which does not have a religious
dimension. to understand the ways in which religion can be used as a
political tool, it is important to understand the meaning of religion in

order to understand it in the context of culture. this is most readily done
by considering the ways in which religion has been used in the past and

present, as well as acknowledging how it has been used by
contemporary political groups. this brings into focus how religion can be

seen as the core of culture, thus contributing to its definition. at the
same time, cultural expressions can be seen as ways in which religion is
expressed, with religion being the essence of culture. culture is seen as
the medium that facilitates the expression of religion. this is why culture

is a broad term, with its meaning relying on the context in which it is
used. as to religion, this is seen as the essence of culture. the essence

of culture can be seen as providing spiritual, social, material and
political meaning, along with the use of symbols and rituals. religion is

seen as a transitive medium for culture, with religion being the essence
of culture. this is why the two terms are often used synonymously.
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the world religions have been shown to be tied to culture, and this is
true to an extent of all religions, but there is an imbalance of what is

said and understood about religions compared to what is actually
practiced (rae 2005). religion is a category which has been use to
include a variety of social practices, and therefore has been, and

continues to be, used in different ways. for example, weber's definition
of religion as "unmittelbare religiosität" refers to a non-secular,
immediate experience of transcendence (weber 1991, 27). the

experience of religion as such is not limited to an individual and does
not necessarily have to be performed or expressed in any particular
way. this secular definition of religion is not easily identifiable, as a

number of scholars have argued (batson 2005 ; forbath 2000 ), and is
problematic for several reasons. firstly, it is not possible to understand
what religion is without considering the context in which it is practiced.
secondly, the idea of religion as a category that is separate from culture
and the political, is an over-simplification of the way religion is actually
practiced. religion is often embedded in cultural practices, and in the
political sphere, it is also used to reinforce culture. therefore, religion

and culture do not have to be mutually exclusive, and it is important to
recognize this, in order to understand religious freedom. thirdly, this

definition of religion, which is not contingent on any religious practices,
is problematic since it can include any experience or belief which can be
called religious. this definition is not only problematic in terms of who is

included, but also in terms of who is excluded. though it is certainly
possible to separate out the formal, institutional and political aspects of

religion from those that are more personal, it is also possible to find
meaning in a variety of religious experiences, and to understand them

as part of a larger fabric that is religious. 5ec8ef588b
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