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isolated position after failing to attend talks in China with US envoy Stephen Biegun, a move Pyongyang may be hoping will
lead to greater support from Washington. Following a meeting between the two sides, North Korea's foreign ministry described
the talks on Monday as a "serious attempt" to hold talks with a "respectful" counterpart. But it refused to attend the talks, which
were held in Beijing, saying it would respond later. The breakthrough talks followed discussions between Mr Biegun and North
Korean officials at the start of the month, which saw the two sides agree to hold talks on an "equal footing", according to the
South Korean presidential office. The negotiations, which lasted more than a day, were the first between the two countries since
Mr Trump and Kim met for a historic meeting in Singapore in June. "It is clear that the United States is calling for dialogue
while the other side is pushing for dialogue," said Yi Wan-young, the chief of the South's National Security Council, during a
briefing in Seoul on Monday. "The United States and North Korea need to have dialogue while North Korea is willing to have
dialogue. We are hoping that the North will return to the negotiating table and for the US side to give a clear and concrete
proposal." Mr Biegun has also held a series of talks with South Korea, the United States' traditional ally and close military
partner, and China, North Korea's most important trading partner, over the past few weeks. A number of delegates have been
sent to Beijing to work on arranging a second round of talks. However, there has been no significant progress, with the US
leading the way in seeking concrete steps towards denuclearisation from North Korea. "The key thing is for North Korea to
make a clear and concrete proposal," said an official from South Korea's National Security Council, Yonhap News Agency
reported. "It is crucial that North Korea make its position clear because right now it is not clear what it wants." The US remains
the only nuclear power to have signed a peace agreement with the 2d92ce491b
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